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Christ is Risen
He is Risen Indeed - Alleluia!!

Just three days ago, the situation seemed hopeless, all that signified normality was 
suddenly turned upside down.  The one on whom we relied had been take away and 
the future seemed pretty bleak.  And then suddenly against all expectation, what might 
have seemed impossible has happened.  The seemingly hopeless situation has been 
redeemed in a way that defies comprehension, that casts the world and life and death 
in a new light.  

Of course I might be speaking from the perspective of the disciples of Jesus; as they 
recall what  happened from Judas’s kiss in the Garden of Gethsemane on a Thursday 
night a couple of millennia ago, until the women arrived at Jesus’ tomb early on Easter 
morning and found the stone rolled away and the tomb empty.  Then one by one the 
followers of Jesus came face to face with the reality of the power of God and 
of the Glorious Resurrection of His Son.  

On the other hand, I might be speaking of 
things that have happened in my life 
in these last days or maybe things 
that have happened in 
yours.  What the rocky journey of 
the last wee while has 
underlined for me again and 
again, is if I am prepared to 
trust in God and stop 
thinking that I should or could 
control my life or resolve every 
difficulty on my own, then against 
all expectation, what might have 
seemed impossible can happen. 
Seemingly hopeless situations have been 
redeemed in ways that defy comprehension, that cast the 
world and life and death in a new light.  Of course that is not to say that what 
has happened is what I might have asked for or imagined, but then as Paul wrote to 
the Ephesians:

“I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray 
that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by 
the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can 
ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
for ever and ever. Amen.”

A joyous and peaceful Easter to you all and may you trust in God to make the 
unimagined a reality in your lives.

                                                         Blessings, James



D-day at St.Ninian's
D-day at St. Ninian's, that is decorating day at 
St. N's. It had been decided at the last Vestry 
Meeting that the hall, kitchen area and the loos 
were in need of a face lift as it had been 7 years 
since they had been painted. As Robin had 
Thurs 15th and Friday the 16th March off work 
St Ninian's decorating services moved in. Ian 
went in on the Wed. and set up his scaffolding 
platform so work could begin the next morning.

Firstly the curtains were taken down and 
whisked away to be washed and ironed [Editors 
Note – courtesy of Philippa], the notice boards 
were removed, any small blemishes filled in 
then Ian, Pip and Robin set to with gusto. The 
scaffolding platform made painting the ceiling 
so much easier than getting up and down a 
ladder every time you had painted an area and 
needed to move on! No slapdash job here, all 
areas were masked off, very professional. It 
had been decided not to repaint the rainbow as 
it really still looked pretty good and what a time 
consuming job it would be! Whilst the boys 
were painting the hall Val was in the loo - YOU 
know what I mean, down on her knees 
scrubbing floors, washing walls, cleaning loos, 
basins and squeezing herself into positions a 
contortionist would have been proud of. A short break for lunch [Editors Note – provided 

by Philippa] and then back to work, it was 
becoming obvious that the job was going to carry 
on to the next day and by 3-30 they decided to 
call it a day and agreed on a time to resume on 
the Friday. Some areas needed two coats, luckily 
not all and by lunch time, job accomplished. I 
think you will all agree they all did a magnificent 
job and the hall etc looks really great. 

St Ninian's Decorating Services are available at 
competitive rates. NO, NO I'm joking!!!! 

On the Saturday Alison and Julia went into the 
kitchen and cleaned and tidied up the drawers, 
cupboards and cleaned the fridge and the Church 
got hoovered. Do any of you know just how hard 
it is to get pine needles out of a looped carpet? 

A huge thank you to you all for your hard work.
Philippa Nairn



Residential Weekend 4

Residential Weekend 4 took place in St 

Mary’s Kinnoull in the middle of March. The 

Rt Revd Dr Bob Gillies led the students 

expertly in several hours of teaching about 

the ministries of healing and deliverance.

The student Worship Group rostered for 
this particular weekend led us in a 
memorable act of Forest Church worship 
in the grounds of the monastery – in 
teeming rain! Amazingly (given the 
conditions) this service was deeply valued 
by all who took part; we were indeed 
‘washed throughly’ as befitted Lent!

On the Sunday, Final Year ordinand and 
Chapter Convenor Andy Philip (right, above) 
thanked chef Geoff for his splendid cooking 
as the latter prepares to retire. Mealtimes in 
the Refectory are a valued part of the 
weekends: a time to relax and share both 
food and conversation.

Conforti Staff Training
Twelve Tutors and Associate Tutors were joined by Ken Farrimond, Blended Learning 
Officer, Ministry Division and Heather Walton, Professor of Theology and Creative 
Practice, University of Glasgow, for the annual SEI staff residential at the Conforti 
Institute, Coatbridge in March. 

Dr Farrimond introduced us most skilfully to ‘Big Blue Button’, an online teaching 
system which facilitates real-time sharing of audio, video, slides and comment which 
we hope to roll out later this term. He also guided us through online marking, 
moderating and plagiarism-checking with humour and graciousness; all came away 
feeling more confident in their usage of Moodle (a learning management system). 
Professor Walton gave a fascinating paper on the challenge of life-writing in the context 
of theological education, and then gently edged us into trying out the skill.

SEI is extremely grateful to the academics, lay and ordained, who give of their time 
and expertise so generously to teach our candidates. Dr Farrimond remarked on 
leaving that ‘you have a remarkably talented and high quality staff team’. We would 
concur with that observation and thank each of them deeply for what they offer. 

Scottish Episcopal Institute News

These articles reproduced from the SEI April newsletter courtesy of  the SEI and Canon Anne Tomlinson. For full 
newsletter, see https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/sei-newsletter/ 



Report on Diocesan Synod
On Saturday 10th March Clergy and Lay people from across the Diocese gathered at 
the Kingsmill Hotel in Inverness for our annual Synod meeting. The proceedings began 
with a celebration of the Eucharist, marking the Feast of St. Kessog (after whom the 
Kessock bridge is named.) He was a missionary saint whose passion was to tell people 
about the love of Christ – Bishop Mark reminded us in his address that this is still our 
task today, as there are so many people who have no experience of church and who 
have not heard the message – that Jesus gave up his life that all might live.

After the Eucharist Bishop Mark presented his Charge, concentrating on the changes 
since he was elected as Primus. He referred to his attendance at the Lambeth 
Conference after the SEC’s decision at General Synod to change the canons on 
marriage. Whilst this was a source of some dissension he had been heartened by a 
number of Primates who have since approached him and asked him to speak about 
the process our church went through to reach this decision.

Bishop Mark acknowledged that his role as Primus has placed many demands on him, 
particularly as there are 3 Dioceses at present who do not have Bishops. He thanked 
the Dean, Sarah Murray as Provost, Mel Langille as Bishop’s Chaplain and Douglas 
Campbell, his PA for their support and willingness to take on extra responsibilities. 
The rest of the morning session was taken up with reports from the Dean, the PVG 
Co-Ordinator and the Treasurer, followed by elections to General Synod.

After lunch we had a presentation from George MacWilliam on the implications of the 
new legislation on Personal Data which will come into force on 25th May. This has 
implications for all organisations to prevent the misuse of data held about people and 
to ensure that people give permission for any data that is held about them. The 
Province are preparing guidelines on this legislation and training will be available. We 
then had a brief report from Lorna Finlay (Provincial Press Officer) who confirmed that 
the guidelines are with church solicitors and should be available soon. She also 
acknowledged the pressures on the Diocese because of Bishop Mark’s role as Primus, 
and equally the pressures on him and his family. 

Sarah Murray then led a discussion and presentation on the role of the Cathedral and 
what is happening there. We spent time in our groups talking about how we saw the 
Cathedral. Sarah detailed some of the activities which are taking place: a winter jackets 
project to provide warm coats for children, Holiday Hunger lunches, feeding children 
who might not get a meal otherwise when school dinners are not available, collecting 
toiletries for homeless people and helping with school uniforms. There is now a Library 
of Hope at the back of the Cathedral, where books may be borrowed, the café and 
shop have been revamped. A number of concerts and events are booked during the 
year and of course the Cathedral sees a huge number of tourists visiting the Highlands. 

On 1st September 2019 it will be 150 years since the Cathedral was built so 
celebrations are planned to mark this occasion. Look out for other events later this 
year when there will be services and events for people from throughout the Diocese.

The last report was presented by Ley-Anne Forsyth, convener of the Diocesan Youth 
Group. This was a lively and entertaining presentation, full of enthusiasm and humour. 
Their newsletter Youth News is available on the noticeboard in Church.

Val Dunford



Friday Afternoon
On Good Friday a few people gathered at St. Ninian’s to mark the events of that day.  
It was a very moving service based around the Stations of the Cross which hang on 
the walls of the Church.  At each Station James read a meditation and prayer, all of 
which were challenging and relevant to our lives today.  Gathering in the bare church 
emphasised the desolation and abandonment felt by Jesus and his disciples on that 
day – a complete contrast to the joy of Easter day when Loma celebrated with those 
words: Alleluia Christ is Risen – He is risen indeed Alleluai!

During Lent I read a book by a man called J. Neville Ward called “Friday Afternoon”, 
which is based on the last words of Jesus leading up to his death on the Cross. It is 
a series of chapters each focussing on one of the sentences he spoke on that day, 
beginning with “Father forgive them for they know not what they do” and ending with 
“Father into thy hands I commit my spirit”.  One of the main themes is how we respond 
to life’s disappointments and hurts, and how we can find God in the midst of trouble 
and despair, by letting go and trusting him.  I found this book very helpful and would 
be happy to lend it to anyone who is interested.

Val Dunford

“Scratch” Choral Evensong
Come & Sing! Welcome all singers on Saturday 12th May at Inverness Cathedral.

Come and join a Scratch Choral Evensong with choirs and orchestra in Inverness 
Cathedral in association with the Royal School of Church Music. The program will be 
exciting and different but using beautiful sacred music, including:

 John Rutter's: The Heavenly Aeroplane
 Mozart: Ave Verum
 C. V. Stanford Evening service in B-flat, op.10

The programme will commence at 12:00 with 
registration. Rehearsals and tea breaks will take 
place through the afternoon. The service will start 
at 1600 and last about an hour.

£5 donation suggested to cover music and 
refreshments - but don’t let this stop you from singing!

For more information, see the poster in the hall or 
the Cathedral facebook page.

Ian Higgott

Magazine Distribution
As you are all aware, the magazine is distributed in printed format on the last Sunday 
of each month (but not this month). For those who have computers and Internet, the 
magazine is also distributed digitally in pdf format saving the church paper and printing 
costs. 
Anyone interested in receiving the magazine electronically instead of hard copy, please 
let me know, preferably by e-mail to niniansnews@aol.com or to any Vestry member.

Ian Higgott



09/05 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Tea, Tales and Treats

12/05 1030 Lay Rep's Meeting. 
Inverness Cathedral

1200 Scratch Choral Evensong. 
Inverness Cathedral

13/05 Ascension of the Lord

1030 Sung Eucharist 

16/05 1000 Eucharist 

17/05 1200 Eucharist at the Crask Inn

1930 ERICG. Talk on the Philippines
Tain Parish Church

20/05 Day of Pentecost

1030 Sung Eucharist 

2359 Magazine Deadline

22/05 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

23/05 1000 Eucharist 

TBC Tea, Tales and Treats. Seagull 
Trust trip on Caledonian Canal 

27/05 Trinity Sunday

1030 Sung Eucharist 

30/05 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Service at Kintyre House

15/04 Easter 3

1030 Eucharist 

18/04 1000 Eucharist 

19/04 1200 Eucharist at the Crask Inn

21/04 1200 Dedication Service at Crask Inn

22/04 Easter 4

1030 Sung Eucharist 

24/04 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

25/04 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Service at Kintyre House

1930 Taize Service St Gilbert's Dornoch

26/04 1930 ERICG. Speaker - CofS Moderator
Capstone Centre Alness

29/04 Easter 5

1030 Sung Eucharist followed by lunch 
for James and Retired Clergy

02/05 1000 Eucharist 

05/05 1200 Licencing of Rev Julia. 
St. Anne;s Strathpeffer

06/05 Easter 6

1030 Sung Eucharist

08/05 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

Services & Events
All Events at St Ninian’s Unless Noted Otherwise

Licencing of Rev Julia Boothby
On Saturday 5th March Bishop Mark will licence Rev Julia 
as Priest in Charge for Dingwall, Strathpeffer and 
Invergordon.  The service will take place at St. Anne’s in 
Strathpeffer beginning at 12noon and will be followed by a 
buffet lunch in the Community Centre in Strathpeffer.  Julia 
will preside at the Eucharist at St. Ninian’s at 10.30 am on 
Sunday 6th May.  We look forward to welcoming Julia and 
her husband David and to sharing this new phase in our 
ministry with her.  They are moving up to Dingwall on 12th 
April so will have a little time to settle in before she is 
formally licenced.  

Julia’s arrival means that James’ time as interim priest in 
charge will be ending and we want to thank him for all his support over the past 2 
years.  He will be presiding at our service on Sunday 29th April and this will be followed 
by a lunch in the hall to give us an opportunity to thank him and all the retired clergy 
who have continued to support us during the vacancy.

We will be asking for donations of food nearer the time, but please keep these dates 
free so that we can all come together at this exciting time.

Val Dunford



Useful Contacts
Ministry Team
Interim Priest in Charge. (Up to 05/05)
Revd James Currall.         01862881737

revjcurrall@btinternet.com

Priest in Charge. (From 05/05)
Rev Julia Boothby.              01349862204

julia.boothby@btinternet.com

Lay Minister
Val Dunford.   01349852485 / 07770682803
  

Lay Representative 
Val Dunford.    01349852485 / 07770682803

Vestry Secretary
Alison Ferguson.             01349 852218

Treasurer
Robin Nairn.            01349 852535

Minister of the Sacrament
Val Dunford.

Magazine
Editor.   Ian Higgott.       01349 880605
         niniansnews@aol.com

Sunday 15 April
Easter 3

Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48

Sunday 22 April
Easter 4

Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18

Sunday 29 April
Easter 5

Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8

Sunday 6 May
Easter 6

Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98 

1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17

Sunday 13 May
Ascension of the Lord

Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53

Sunday 20 May
Day of Pentecost

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Acts 2:1-21 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Sunday 27 May
Trinity Sunday

Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29

Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17

Readings - 2nd Half of April and May 2018

Editors Note
Welcome to the April (part) / May 2018 
edition of Ninian’s News. Deadline for the 
June edition is 20th May ready for publishing 
on 27th May 2018. 

Please send any articles 
and photos to 
niniansnews@aol.com 
or pass them to a Vestry 
member. No need to 
wait for the deadline.

                 Ian Higgott

Note:-

May readings subject to 
confirmation by Rev Julia.

Bishop’s Lent Appeal
Please give any contributions for the 
Barefoot College, the Bishop’s Lent Appeal, 
to Robin or Alison. The Barefoot College is 
supporting rural women to bring change in 
their communities all over the world.

Val Dunford

Holy Land Tour
Travelink (www.toursforchristians.com) are organising a tour of the holy land from 10th 
to 19th of October. The tour leaves from Aberdeen and will be hosted by the Very Rev 
Sarah Murray from Inverness Cathedral. For further details, see the notice board and 
the website.                                                                                                    Ian Higgott


