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Judge Softly
On my way to and from Lairg early on Sunday morning, there were two items on the
radio that particularly caught my attention and as the day went by I started to see
connections between them.
The first was in the Sunday Service on Radio Scotland, when the preacher said:
“Jesus leaves His Father in Heaven to come to a world where He’s not welcome,
where He’s not received. He experiences alienation and rejection. His earthly
family misunderstand and reject Him. His enemies pursue Him. Jesus has no
home, no pillow of His own to rest His head on. And in the end He’s dragged
through a rigged trial, condemned to death even though He’s innocent and
then crucified.”
The second was in the review of the papers, when the news that Brendan Cox,
husband of murdered MP Jo Cox, had stepped down from the two charities that were
set up in her name as a result of a number of earlier allegations of inappropriate
behaviour towards women. In his statement, Mr Cox said:
“I do acknowledge and understand that during my time at Save the Children I
made mistakes and behaved in a way that caused some women hurt and offence,
this was never malicious, but it was certainly inappropriate. In the past I have
focused on disputing what I felt was untrue in the allegations, but I realise
now that it’s more important to take full responsibility for what I have done.”
He also said he was committed to holding himself to “much higher standards of
personal conduct” in the future.
On the face of it they don’t appear to have much in common, so where is the
connection? For me it’s in the two sections in bold type. As I listened to the first piece,
I became increasingly uneasy, because I felt that what was being said was a gross
simplification, it was casting the whole thing in terms of goodies and baddies in much
the way that the old Westerns did (except in this case the goodies didn’t wear white
hats and the baddies black!). From the perspective of Pilate, he had a responsibility
to keep peace in his corner of the Roman Empire and woe-betide him if riots had
broken out on his watch. Caiaphas, for all his faults, was committed to preserving the
Jewish way of life, not rubbing the occupying force up the wrong way and having
Jewish freedoms curtailed. Yes both played fast and loose with the facts to preserve
what they believed in and, broadly speaking, they were dealing with a dissident who
was bent on upsetting the status quo. They were however far less brazen about it than
the leader of a country three and a half thousand miles to our west today. The point
is that there are different points of view and the ‘Kingdom of Pilate’ and the ‘Kingdom
of Caiaphas’ are radically different than the ‘Kingdom of God’. I don’t believe either
man to be wholly bad without any redeeming features; but they did understand the
situation very differently to the message of Good News that Jesus was preaching.
Now to Mr Cox. In any interaction between two people, there are (at least) two
understandings of what has happened. In the past, he has concentrated on the aspects
of the testimony of his accusers that he believed to be wrong, in order to maintain his
innocence. So what has changed? Mr Cox in reflecting perhaps on the legacy of his
late wife, has switch his focus from his feelings to those of his accusers. He may well
not understand why they are so upset and hurt by his past behaviour towards them,

but he now accepts the plain fact that they are hurt and upset by what he did. He has
now realised that his understanding is different to theirs and is prepared to
acknowledge that publicly What he has done might help to bring some healing to those
that he has hurt, allow the charities set up in his late wife’s name to move forward
without a shadow hanging over them and help him to become the better person he
would like to be. What Mr Cox has done is what the Prayer Book means when it says
“Remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life”.
It is just so easy to see things from one point of view and as black and white. This Lent
as we reflect on how we live our lives we might do worse than consider this short
extract from a poem written in 1895 by Mary T. Lathrap called Judge Softly (often
mistakenly attributed to various Indian tribes):
Just walk a mile in his moccasins
Before you abuse, criticize and accuse.
If just for one hour, you could find a way
To see through his eyes, instead of your own muse.
I believe you'd be surprised to see
That you've been blind and narrow minded, even unkind.
Blessings, James

Tea, Tales and Treats
At our session on 14th February we welcomed some visitors for the first time and also
enjoyed the company of some of the residents from Kintyre, whom we hadn’t seen for
a wee while. Making good use of the comfortable new chairs, we had a games
afternoon, with scrabble, dominoes, beetle and a few other board games to choose
from.
Afternoon tea included pancakes for Pancake Tuesday and heart shaped biscuits for
Valentine’s Day
Alison Ferguson

Bishop’s Lent Appeal
The Bishop’s Lent Appeal for 2018 is the Barefoot College charity that has been
working for over 40 years. The charity started its work in India and adopted the
principles of Mahatma Gandhi, but now operates in over 70 countries throughout the
world. For more information than can be fitted on the pages of this magazine, go to
their website - www.barefootcollege.org.
Ian Higgott

World Day of Prayer
The service this year has been prepared by the people of Suriname and the theme is
“All God’s creation is very good”. They remind us that in God’s creation everything is
related to each other, that we are caretakers of that creation and that we are failing in
many ways with the threats to the environment through climate change. Whilst many
nations signed the Paris Agreement it is not just up to governments, we all have a
responsibility to do what we can in our day to day lives to protect the world.
One of the guiding principles of the World Day of Prayer movement is that prayer is
rooted in listening to God and to one another. Through the service we listen to the
voices of the people of Suriname describing their communities and their concerns for
the future. We can identify with them but also give thanks for the beauty of our own
country here and together work to ensure that we care for this wonderful world that
God created.
The service will be at St. Joseph’s RC Church, Invergordon on Friday 2nd March at
11am. Do come along to join with our fellow Christians in this act of worship.
Val Dunford

Lenten Meditations
Thanks to George Coppen for preparing the materials based on the Psalms to use
during Lent. If any people using them would like to get together to discuss issues that
may have arisen for them, please contact George on 01862 842381 and he will be
happy to arrange a time to meet up.
Val Dunford

Lenten Springclean
You will have noticed the new chairs purchased for the hall, which are more
comfortable and brighten up the whole room. We needed to replace the old chairs as
some of them had become unsafe and were also not very comfortable.
At our recent Vestry meeting we agreed that it would be a good idea to freshen up the
hall and kitchen by redecorating and cleaning out the cupboards. We already have
some volunteers to paint on Friday 16th March and would be grateful for anyone who
has time to help clean on Saturday 17th and also tidy up the tubs and grounds outside
the church. Please see Robin, Val or Alison if you are able to help.
Val Dunford

News From The Pews
We send our love and prayers to Babs Brandon and her family on the loss of her son
Paul.
Congratulations to Fr. Claud who celebrated his 88th birthday on 9th February. The
group who normally meet at the Perrins Centre went along to Redwoods and held the
service in the lounge there on 13th February. It was a very special occasion and we
hope to be able to do this again soon.
Please continue to pray for Ray Nowicki, who is now in Migdale Hospital and is not
keeping well.
Val Dunford
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Services & Events
02/03 1100 World Day of Prayer Service
St' Joseph's Church, Invergordon
04/03
Lent 3
1030 Eucharist
07/03 1000 Eucharist
1400 Lent Group. St. Andrew's Tain
10/03 1030 Diocesan Synod. Kingsmills Hotel
11/03
Lent 4
1030 Sung Eucharist
13/03 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)
14/03 1000 Eucharist
1400 Lent Group. St. Andrew's Tain
1430 Tea, Tales and Treats
15/03 1200 Eucharist at the Crask Inn
16/03 TBC Church painting in hall and kitchen
17/03 TBC Church cleaning and gardening
18/03
Lent 5
1030 Sung Eucharist
21/03 1000 Eucharist
1400 Lent Group. St. Andrew's Tain
23/03 1930 Talk by Rev Lawrence Gunner
St James' Dingwall
25/03
Liturgy of the Palms & Passion
0100 Clocks go forward 1 hour
1030 Sung Eucharist
27/03 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)
28/03 1000 Eucharist
1430 Service at Kintyre House

Useful Contacts
Ministry Team
Interim Priest in Charge.
Revd James Currall.
01862881737
revjcurrall@btinternet.com
Lay Minister
Val Dunford.

01349852485 / 07770682803

Lay Representative
Val Dunford.
01349852485 / 07770682803
Vestry Secretary
Alison Ferguson.

01349 852218

Treasurer
Robin Nairn.

01349 852535

Minister of the Sacrament
Val Dunford.
Magazine
Editor.

Ian Higgott.
01349 880605
niniansnews@aol.com

Editors Note
Welcome to the March 2018 edition of
Ninian’s News. Deadline for the April
edition is 21st March ready for publishing
on 28th March 2018.
Ian Higgott

Services & Events (contd)
29/03

Maundy Thursday
1900 Maundy Thursday service
St Andrew's Tain
30/03
Good Friday
1400 Good Friday Meditation
01/04
Easter Day
1030 Sung Eucharist

Readings - March 2018
Sunday 4 March
Lent 3
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22
Sunday 11 March
Lent 4
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Sunday 18 March
Lent 5
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

Sunday 25 March
Liturgy of the Palms
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Mark 11:1-11
Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

