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Walking Together
A number of things have happened recently which have caused me to reflect on 
community and what it means.  Hitherto, I have tended to think of community as 
something relatively fixed, with a slow rate of change, but ...  Consider what happens 
when something unexpected or life-changing happens.  Suppose someone is rushed 
to hospital or dies unexpectedly; in both cases a spontaneous community forms.  A 
community that involves family and friends who although they already have 
relationships with each other, gather in support of those directly affected and each 
other. But there is more to it than that.

A member of my family 
was rushed to hospital 
on New Years day and 
as members of his 
family we gathered, 
both physically and 
virtually, to support him 
and each other in the 
changed circumstances 
of his life.  As a result I 
spent last week visiting 
the Royal Shrewsbury 
Hospital each day for a 
few hours; and what 
struck me, was not just 
the community around 
each bed, but the 
community of friends 
and relatives of all those in the ward.  People who hitherto didn’t know each other, but 
who took the time to care for each other, a community of the concerned relatives and 
friends who were brought together spontaneously by what had happened to their 
nearest and dearest.  It doesn’t stop there.  This gathered community extended to all 
those in the care teams at the hospital, who took the time to care for the relatives and 
friends as well as those in the beds.  We all interacted in many and varied ways, pooling 
our knowledge and resources.  It wasn’t organised, there was no-one leading it, a 
collection of one-to-one ministries — people being there for one another, walking 
together.  

When anything unexpected happens it can be very difficult to deal with, but when 
someone who is close to you dies unexpectedly, it is particularly challenging.  At times 
like that, having a community of family, friends and possibly even strangers, gather to 
provide mutual support is a particular blessing.  No-one can fully understand what 
someone who is bereaved is going through.  Bereavement is different for everybody 
involved each time it occurs, but a community of unconditional mutual support is hugely 
important, even if that support is more about providing space for grieving than anything 
else; providing a ministry of presence — people being there for one another, walking 
together.  



Being there for one another, walking together - that for me sums up both community 
and ministry. The ministry to which we are all called by virtue of being followers of 
Christ.  As Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians: 

“Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.” 
(Gal 6:2)

However if you want a longer version, then you can do no better than to turn to my 
favourite spiritual writer, Henri Nouwen, who wrote in 1983:

“More and more, the desire grows in me simply to walk around, greet people, 
enter their homes, sit on their doorsteps, play ball, throw water, and be known 
as someone who wants to live with them. It is a privilege to have the time to 
practice this simple ministry of presence. Still, it is not as simple as it seems. 
My own desire might be to be useful, to do something significant, or to be part 
of some impressive project. But I wonder more and more if the first thing 
shouldn’t be to know people by name, to eat and drink with them, to listen to 
their stories and tell your own, and to let them know with words, handshakes, 
and hugs that you do not simply like them, but truly love them.” 

(from: Gracias! a Latin American Journal by Henri Nouwen)

Now you don't need any special training to do that, being human is more than enough.

Blessings.
James

Congregational Donations from 
Ecclesiastical Insurance

The Diocese have recently been in communication with Ecclesiastical Insurance who 
provide insurance cover for many of our churches. As a result of being ranked as the 
“Most Trusted Home Insurance Provider,” Ecclesiastical Insurance will donate £130 
to St Ninian’s for each new home insurance policy taken out by a member of the 
congregation. The relevant paragraphs relating to the recognition Ecclesiastical has 
received and the offer they are making is quoted below:-

'The Most Trusted Home Insurance Provider as ranked by independent, 
consumer group Fairer  Finance who collate feedback directly from customers 
across the UK. Measured by customers in a survey on their personal 
experiences, Ecclesiastical is at the top of their league table above household 
names such as Marks and Spencer (5th place), the Co-op (27th place) and Aviva 
(34th place).

We are celebrating that Most Trusted Home Insurer award from Fairer Finance 
as mentioned above. In this our 130th anniversary year, we will donate £130 to 
a parish church for every new home insurance policy taken out by a volunteer 
or member of that congregation. This offer is being rolled out across the country 
and if you have not yet had details, please just call 0800 9173345 quoting TRIST 
EIG or see our website www.ecclesiastical.com.'

This may be something you might wish to consider when renewing your home 
insurance as it would greatly benefit St Ninian’s. 

Robin Nairn



Easter Ross Inter Church Group
Representatives from local churches gathered at St.Joseph’s in Invergordon on 
Sunday 21st January to mark the week of prayer for Christian Unity. The service was 
led by Harry Andrew, one of the young men from St. Joseph’ and readings were shared 
between members of the different denominations. After the service we all gathered in 
the hall to catch up with friends and enjoy the refreshments provided.

The theme of the resources provided for Christian Unity week this year was: “That all 
may be free.” They were produced by the churches in the Caribbean where there is 
a long history was missionary work going back 500 years, but for a long time this went 
alongside a justification for slavery. In the present world situation with refugees from 
so many countries fleeing war and violence the following prayer seems very appropriate:

Barrier breaking God, you embrace all cultures and lands
But keep a special place in your heart for the stranger, the widow and the orphan.
Grant us the gift of your spirit, that we may become as you are.
Welcoming all as brothers and sisters, your cherished children
Citizens together in Christ’ Kingdom of justice and peace.
Amen

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 15th February at Logie Easter when 
there will be a talk by Ivan Warwick from Ness bank Church in Inverness.

Val Dunford

Count Your Blessings
In the past few years Christian Aid have produced resources for Lent, providing a 
calendar for each day with a daily reflection and an opportunity to make a donation 
giving thanks for our blessings. This year the theme is walk into the wilderness. This 
is an opportunity to remember the 40 million people all over the world who are internally 
displaced. They have been forced to flee their homes, but unlike refugees they remain 
in their own country with no guarantee of protection. Two of the stories concern Ibrahim 
and his family from Nigeria who fled when Boko Haram took over their community, 
they now live in a small shelter and survive by collecting and selling firewood. Dimma 
and her family were forced to abandon their home on Northern Kenya after drought 
left them desperate for water.

If you would like a copy of the calendar ask Val or download from www.caid.org.uk/lent.
Val Dunford

News From The Pews
Please hold in your prayers Helen Banner and her family, following the tragic  loss of 
her grandson Zach on 3rd January.

Pray for Fr. Claud and his family, grieving for Janice.  It has been especially difficult 
for Claud as he has not had a phone in his room so has been unable to keep in contact 
with family and friends. It is hoped that Janice’s phone will soon be relocated so that 
he can use it.

Continue to pray for Ray Nowicki, who is in hospital at the time of writing, and for Ann 
as she seeks to support him.

Val Dunford



Tea, Tales and Treats
When we met for the first time in 2018 we were without a few regulars due to illness, 
accidents, or in the case of our friends in Kintyre House, no transport. On a happier 
note we were delighted to congratulate Harry on his recent birthday – his 99th birthday!

Work was the subject of conversation for the first part of our session. We’re all retired, 
some of us for a very long time, and don’t have to gear ourselves up for returning to 
work after the Christmas and New Year break, but we spent some time sharing 
memories. Those who wished told us about their work experiences and we learned a 
little bit more about the person sitting beside us.

The quiz about occupations caused a certain 
amount of head scratching - do you know what a 
Gandy Dancer did for a living? I was also surprised 
to realise how many people pay attention to the 
credits at the end of a film and Pip told us that in 
Australia a dentist is known as a Fang Farrier!

Our February meeting will be a games session, 
dominoes and beetle seem to be most requested.

Alison Ferguson

Mary’s Meals
What a wonderful lot you all are! As you know our Christmas charity collection was for 
Mary’s Meals and as usual St Ninian’s has come up trumps. The collection was taken 
over 2 Sundays and on the second Sunday we also had a lunch after the Service. As 
always St. Ninian’s Catering Services provided wonderful soup, sandwiches and cake. 
A big thankyou to all who provided the sumptuous meal. 

Whilst the lunch was being prepared Robin and Ian undressed the Christmas tree and 
put it outside for removal and also removed all the other decorations. They did this so 
quickly that I don’t think many people realised they had done it. The idea had been to 
have lunch and then everybody join in with the clearing of the Church, so thank you 
boys. Thank you too to Alison who vacuumed the Church in the afternoon.

St Ninian’s always digs deep for our special collections and this one was no different, 
you were all very generous. Mary’s Meals will be very appreciative. Oh, I suppose 
you’d like to know how much we raised!  A fabulous £118.50.

Philippa Nairn

Licensing of New Priest in Charge
The Bishop has confirmed that Rev. Julia Boothby will be licenced as Priest in Charge 
for Dingwall Strathpeffer and Invergordon on Saturday 5th May, so please make sure 
you keep this weekend free in your diary.

Meantime continue to pray for Julia and her husband David as they prepare to move 
to the Highlands, for the people of her parish in North Mymms where she serves at 
present and for members of our 3 churches as we  look forward to welcoming them 
and consider what God is calling us to do in our communities.

Val Dunford



Useful Contacts
Ministry Team
Interim Priest in Charge. 
Revd James Currall.         01862881737

revjcurrall@btinternet.com

Lay Minister
Val Dunford.   01349852485 / 07770682803
  

Lay Representative 
Val Dunford.    01349852485 / 07770682803

Vestry Secretary
Alison Ferguson.             01349 852218

Treasurer
Robin Nairn.            01349 852535

Minister of the Sacrament
Val Dunford.

Magazine
Editor.   Ian Higgott.       01349 880605
       niniansnews@aol.com

Sunday 4 February
Epiphany 5

Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1 Corinthians 9:16-23

Mark 1:29-39

Sunday 11 February
Transfiguration Sunday

2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

Wednesday 14 February
Ash Wednesday

Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Sunday 18 February
Lent 1

Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15

Sunday 25 February
Lent 2

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38

Readings - February 2018

All Events at St Ninians Unless Noted Otherwise

Services & Events
04/02 Epiphany 5

1030 Eucharist 

06/02 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

1930 Vestry Meeting

07/02 1000 Eucharist 

11/02 Transfiguration Sunday

1030 Sung Eucharist 

13/02 TBA Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party

14/02 Ash Wednesday

1000 Eucharist with imposition of ashes

1400 Tea, Tales and Treats

15/02 1200 Eucharist at the Crask Inn

1930 ERICG Meeting
Logie Easter CofS

18/02 Lent 1

1030 Sung Eucharist 

1930 Flute Recital St James Dingwall

20/02 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

21/02 1000 Eucharist 

25/02 Lent 2

1030 Sung Eucharist

28/02 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Service at Kintyre House

Editors Note
Welcome to the February 2018 
edition of Ninian’s News. 
Thanks to those who 
contributed. Article deadline for 

the March 2018 edition of Ninians News is 
Sunday 21st February 2018, ready for 
publishing on 28th February 2018.

Ian Higgott

Appeal For Palm Crosses to Make Ashes
Anyone who has palm crosses at home please give them to Andrew Oddy to prepare 
for the service on Ash Wednesday, 14th February.

Val Dunford


