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He’s Got The Whole World in His Hand
I love the season of Advent crowned as it is by the Christmas Eve/Day services, but
as Advent proceeds more and more busyness intrudes into the sense of preparation,
anticipation and prayerful reflection. For me therefore, the really special time, is the
time between Boxing Day and the third of January. It’s a time when many businesses
are closed and the world slows down just a little. A time of preparation for the New
Year and a time to pause before the routine normality of life reasserts itself in January.
It doesn’t always work out quite as described, but even when there are perturbations,
I still find it a time when there is space for reflection and prayer. For us this year, having
the car break down on 28th December helped immensely, because there was simply
no temptation to go anywhere or do any of the things that require a car if you live in a
rural area. For many years we have gone for a long walk as early as we can manage
on New Year’s day and this year was no exception. Lack of a car meant that we could
only do a walk that started and ended at home.
So it was off up a rather slippery Achue road, across the moors to the summit of Cnoc
Dubh Beag (the small hillock), then wading through the snowy landscape up to the
trig point at the top of Creag a’ Bhealaich (crag of the pass) - of which there are several
in Scotland, ours being the smallest.
The sun was shining, it was very frosty
and the air was fresh and clear. On the
tops the views were stunning, though
there were clouds gathering in the
west. A reminder if ever we need it,
that we do live in a most beautiful part
of the world.
In spite of the feeling of elation, which
can be almost overwhelming at such
times, the bright sun, the freshness
and the beauty cannot hide the fact
that in many parts of that landscape people are suffering. In communities and families,
as well as the holiday joy and gladness, there is worry, there is sickness, there is grief
and there is sadness. Everyday life contains all of these things, and believing that the
“Word became flesh and dwelt among us” doesn’t remove them, but what it does is
to provide the possibility of hope. God is there in those communities and in those
families, He’s there to be found, but sometimes it’s difficult to see it, to sense it and to
feel the benefit of it.
We all have our part to play in helping those in our families and communities who are
having a tough time to sense the love of God. And to be able to trust in the Christian
hope comes from knowing that God comes to us in our hour of need, leads us into his
all-encompassing love, acts in our lives and arranges for our salvation. Perhaps this
might just offer a ray of sunlight to those who found that 2017 didn’t end the way that
they would have liked it to and hope that in 2018, whilst the old normal can never be
restored, a new normal is possible in which love, trust and peace will conquer all.
Blessings and Peace to you this New Year
James

2017 Annual Congregational Meeting
The short meeting on 17 December was attended by 15 people. Copies of the financial
report were available on the Sunday before. Robin explained that during the
interregnum we have continued to pay additional quota (used to provide stipends in
other parts of the diocese). As predicted the accounts showed a net loss of £5000.
Val presented the Lay Rep’s report (see below) and the PVG report. The Lay Rep’s
report was followed by a time of silent remembrance for those who had died during
the year, Janice Broun, Den Brandon and Dorothy Martin.
In the Priest’s report James mentioned the visit by students from SEI (Scottish
Episcopal Institute) and their appreciation of the hospitality they received. He has
gained much from being with us, has enjoyed visiting South Lodge School and
expressed his thanks to the retired clergy and to Andrew Oddy. James confirmed that
we would soon have a website and that it was important to keep it interesting and
up-to-date.
Membership of the vestry has not changed, no one wished to join and so no one retired.
Val was re-elected as Lay Rep with Alison re-elected as the Alternate.
The retired clergy were presented with tokens of our appreciation for all their service
to St Ninian’s.
Alison Ferguson

2017 Lay Reps Report
I always feel the ACM takes place at an interesting time of year – half way through
Advent, our thoughts are inevitably looking forward to Christmas, when we will
celebrate Christ’s coming as a vulnerable baby, but at this point we look back over the
church year, thinking about what has been achieved and what we have shared
together, but also look forward to what might be in store during the coming year.
Firstly, to look back. We have continued to have James as our interim Priest in Charge
and to be cared for by our faithful retired clergy; David, Loma, George and Robert. We
are blessed to have such a
wonderful team who bring so
many gifts, but conscious that
they are stretched more and
more because of the lack of
stipendiary clergy in this part
of the Diocese at present.
James now has responsibility
for Dornoch, Tain and Lairg
and there is also a need in
Wick and Thurso because of
Chris Mayo’s illness. So we
are truly grateful for their
commitment to us and their
example of service to God
and the church.

In the past year our numbers on Sundays have decreased slightly, mainly due to
infirmity amongst older members who are no longer able to get to church. However
we continue to remember them in our prayers and to visit them at home. One of the
privileges of being a Eucharistic minister is to be able to take communion to those who
are housebound, so they are still able to share our life as part of the Body of Christ,
but people who cannot get to church also really appreciate visits from anyone in the
congregation who has time to pop in. Fr. Claud and Janice very much valued this and
following Janice’s death it is even more important to support Claud. Janice’s funeral
here just 2 weeks ago , conducted by Bishop Mark, was a fitting celebration, when he
preached about the Resurrection, at Claud’s instruction!
As well as caring for members of the congregation we have continued to reach out to
our community. Tea, Tales and Treats is still flourishing – we had 5 new people at our
Christingle service last week, when the children from P6/7 at South Lodge came along
too and sang beautifully. We are delighted that an application for funding from the
Coop Community Fund was successful and we have been awarded over £1800 for
the group, which ensures its future and will allow us to do some different things in the
coming year. Thanks to all who help out on a regular basis.
Our monthly service at Kintyre also continues; in recent months several regular
attendees have died, but new people are coming along and enjoy the opportunity to
worship and the time after the service to share their stories. Thanks to Alison, Julia
and Philippa who take turns to come along.
The numbers at our fortnightly service in Alness have also declined, with Janice and
Claud no longer present and of course we miss Babs, who has moved to Dunfermline
following Den’s death.
Many individuals continue to serve the community in a variety of ways. The need for
the Foodbank sadly continues and we are grateful to all who bring contributions of
food on a regular basis. There is also an ongoing need for clothing for refugees and
help at the base in Conon where these are sorted and sent to the camps in Europe.
On a personal note the past year has been quite challenging for me, with Pip’s illness
earlier in the year and now with my broken wrist, which will limit what I can do in the
coming weeks. I want to thank everyone who provided support and prayed for us
through those difficult times, and those who took on extra tasks - it was a timely
reminder that we are all vulnerable, that we do not know what lies ahead and that we
are dependent on God and each other to carry us through – and that surely is what
the church should be – a place of sanctuary for all who are in need, as well as a place
where we come together to give thanks and to share our joys as a family of God.
We look forward to the coming year with some excitement, following the meeting with
Rev Julia Boothby and her husband David last weekend and her decision to accept
the post of Priest in Charge for Invergordon, Strathpeffer and Dingwall. She should
be licenced in early May and we hope that she will help us to develop our ministry and
grow together,
As always, we do not know what God has in store for us and as Loma continually
reminds us we need to “pray unceasingly” for the life of this church and our witness
to this community, to value each other and every member of our church family for the
individual gifts they bring.
Val Dunford

Janice Broun - An Appreciation
0n Thursday 7th December we gathered at St. Ninian’s with Fr. Claud, his family and
friends for a service to commend Janice to God’s keeping and to affirm our faith in the
resurrection. It was an inspiring service with beautiful hymns chosen by Claud and
Bible readings delivered by her son in law Andrew and her granddaughter Fiona. The
prayers were led by Loma and Bishop Mark gave an address on the Resurrection. At
the end of the service Katherine spoke movingly about her mum, reminding us of
Janice’s commitment to the persecuted churches in the eastern bloc and the work she
did throughout her life to support them and make others aware of their plight. She also
talked about her mum’s enjoyment of food and drink, and her hospitality – and her
passion for cricket, shared with Claud from their early days.
In July this year Claud and Janice celebrated their Diamond anniversary. She was
never a conventional clergy wife but was devoted to Claud and it was good that in her
last days in Redwoods Claud and Katherine were able to sit with her as she gradually
slipped away.
We send our love and prayers to Claud and his family, especially remembering his
son Alasdair who was in Raigmore at the same time as Janice but has now been
transferred to Broadford hospital.
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
Val Dunford

A Very Happy 80th Birthday Celebration
It was a lovely surprise to receive a
birthday card signed by the members
of St. Ninian's congregation. At the time
Glen and I were in Leamington Spa,
Warwickshire, to celebrate the occasion
at the beginning of November. Our five
children - Patrick, Sarah, Kathleen,
Christina and Ann-Louise whisked Glen
and me off to Leipzig for the second
part of my birthday.
The music of J.S. Bach at St.Thomas'
Church was the dream come true. It
exceeded all my expectations!
I gave greetings to the pastor at the
conclusion of the Eucharist, and I was
asked to give greetings, in Christ, to the
congregation of St. Ninian's.
May I give thanks for your good wishes,
and may I wish each one of you a
Christmas full of joy in the birth of the
Saviour, Jesus, the Christ.
Robert Breaden

Tea, Tales and Treats
December Tea Tales and Treats welcomed 40 children from South Lodge Primary for
a Christingle service. It was great to see over 60 people in the church.
The service, conducted by James, included 3 songs performed by the pupils that were
thoroughly enjoyed by the TT&Ts crowd. After the service the older generation retired
to the hall for the normal bun fight and the children were left in the church to enjoy
theirs
Ian Higgott

All Events at St Ninians Unless Noted Otherwise

Services & Events
07/01
1030
09/01 1415
10/01 1000
1400
14/01
1030
17/01 1000
18/01 1200
21/01
1030
1500

Epiphany of the Lord
Eucharist
Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)
Eucharist
Tea, Tales and Treats
Epiphany 2
Sung Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist at the Crask Inn
Epiphany 3
Sung Eucharist
ERICG Service for Christian Unity
St. Joseph's Invergordon

23/01 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)
24/01 1000 Eucharist
28/01
Feast of the Presentation
1030 Sung Eucharist
31/01 1000 Eucharist
1430 Service at Kintyre House

Useful Contacts
Ministry Team
Interim Priest in Charge.
Revd James Currall.
01862881737
revjcurrall@btinternet.com
Lay Minister
Val Dunford.

01349852485 / 07770682803

Lay Representative
Val Dunford.
01349852485 / 07770682803
Vestry Secretary
Alison Ferguson.

01349 852218

Treasurer
Robin Nairn.

01349 852535

Minister of the Sacrament
Val Dunford.
Magazine
Editor.

Ian Higgott.
01349 880605
niniansnews@aol.com

Editors Note
Welcome to the January 2018 edition of
Ninian’s News. Thanks to those who
contributed. Article deadline for the
February 2018 edition of Ninians News is
Sunday 21st January 2018, ready for
publishing on 28th January 2018.
Ian Higgott

Readings - January 2018
Sunday 7 January
Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
Sunday 14January
Epiphany 2
1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

Sunday 21 January
Epiphany 3
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
Sunday 28 January
Feast of the Presentation
Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm 84
Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-40

