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How Good It Is To Dwell Together In Unity
I have been involved in two events in the past few weeks, which have been particu-
larly uplifting and encouraging. The first was the Lairg Churches Together Summer 
Club, which attracted about 35 children to Lairg Community Centre from 7th-9th 
August. The second was the evensong at which I was licensed as Priest-in Charge of 
the Episcopal congregations in Dornoch, Lairg and Tain on 20th August, which 
packed out St Andrew’s in Tain, somehow fitting in about 90 people. Both attracted 
large crowds, but I am much more interested in the fact that they were both very much 
ecumenical events.

The Lairg Churches Together Summer Club employed the 
talents of Church of Scotland, Free Church, Community Fellow-
ship and Episcopal members to provide a wonderful mix of 
activity, games, singing, teaching and much more, in a pro-
foundly spirit-filled atmosphere. The adult helpers had as much 
fun as the children, learned as much as the children and felt 
God’s love amongst them as much as the children.

“He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless 
you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.’”
[Matt 18:2-5]

At my licensing there were clergy from the Church of Scotland and the Roman 
Catholic Church as well as from the Episcopal Church. There were lay people from 
pretty much every denomination and those who for all I know don’t count themselves 
as Christians. The 18 strong choir assembled by Jamie Campbell was drawn from 
many different backgrounds..… and a good time was had by all in (you guessed it) a 
profoundly spirit-filled atmosphere.

This last was in a week when we had heard so much in the media about division, 
hatred and prejudice, yet it was the lack of all three that struck me about these two 
wonderful and well attended events. Both remind us that we have so much more in 
common that we have dividing us, if only we allow ourselves to see it, to feel it and to 
live out our oneness in Christ.

At the service last Sunday evening, one of the intercessory prayers was a favourite of 
mine from the Scottish Prayer Book, that captures my feelings exactly:

O GOD the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Saviour, the Prince of 
Peace: Give us grace seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by 
our unhappy divisions. Take away all hatred and prejudice, and whatsoever 
else may hinder us from godly union and concord: that, as there is but one 
Body, and one Spirit, and one hope of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptism, one God and Father of us all, so we may henceforth be all of one 
heart, and of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and 
charity, and may with one mind and one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

May God bless you all no matter who you are.                                                   James



Tea, Tales and Treats
On Wednesday 23rd August 11 of us, who normally meet at St. Ninian’s, set off in the 
minibus for Strathpeffer. We had arranged to visit the Highland Museum of Childhood 
at the old Station there. We were welcomed by the volunteers who look after the 
museum and learned that it started as a Doll’s museum in a private house but over 
the years has grown and now has a very interesting display about childhood in the 
Highlands – lots of pictures of children in “tackety boots”, which were only worn in the 
winter – otherwise the children went to school barefoot, information about children’s 
health including when the school dental service was founded in the 1920’s (of particular 
interest to our driver who was a community dentist), a section on baptismal customs 
with a wooden cradle and christening gowns, an informative DVD about Highland life 
and many examples of different toys and games children played with over the years. 

After our time in the museum we enjoyed tea and home baking from the café next 
door, sitting in the sunshine on the old platform. Some of us paid a visit to the Fairtade 
shop Planet Earth which has some very interesting craft items as well as Fairtrade 
food. Before we left the village we went up to the Pavilion and admired the wood 
carvings situated in the garden there, carved from whole trees and very skilfully done. 
We read about the Viking women, Garry the Giant who lived at Knockfarrel and the 
Brahan Seer (who was hidden in the trees). There was not time to go round the Pump 
Room, which is full of information about Strathpeffer in its heyday as a spa and the 
various remedies recommended to patients who came to “take the waters”. A reason 
to pay another visit perhaps in the spring.
 

All agreed that it had been a very enjoyable afternoon. Our next meeting will take place 
at St. Ninian’s on Wednesday 13th September.

Val Dunford



Alzheimer Scotland Highland Memory Walk
This is a walk organised by Alzheimer 
Scotland whose aim is to ensure that nobody 
faces dementia alone by providing information 
advice and support for people living with 
dementia, their families, carers and friends. It 
will take place along the Caledonian Canal 
towpath on 30th September at 11:00am and 
there are 2 options:-

 7.2km (4.5m) from Dochgarroch to Inverness
 14.4km (9.0m) from Dochgarroch to Inverness and return. 

Dogs (well behaved and on a lead) are welcome. Refreshments will be served in the 
Torvean Golf club and coach transport will be available to take the one way walkers 
back to Dochgarroch. If you would like to take part you can register at 
www.memorywalksscotland.org or contact Elma Mackay on 0779667130.

If you don’t feel like walking perhaps you could sponsor someone who does – look out 
for requests later this month!  Poster giving details in the hall.

Val Dunford

Quiz Night
As you all know, Tea, Tales & Treats is one of the local recipient groups of the Coop 
Community Fund. Those of us who shop in Invergordon Coop will know that the staff 
there do a lot of fund-raising for various causes. They are planning to hold a quiz night 
on Sept 29th at Alness Golf Club and they would be very pleased if some us could 
join them. Money raised will go to a dementia related charity.

Alison Ferguson

Wartime Invergordon - A Town Transformed
This is the title of a book produced as a result of research carried out with local people 
over the past two years. A group met regularly in the Invergordon Museum, initially 
looking at the effects of World War 1 on the town, and the following year considering 
the Second World War. The book has a wealth of information and photos of the town 
at various times during the wars and is a fascinating read – available at £6.50 per copy 
from the museum.

As a follow up there are 2 meetings taking place in September focusing on the sea 
mines at Dalmore and the Yankee Pier in Alness.  There is a notice in the hall but they 
will be held on 7th September at the museum in Invergordon and on 21st September 
in Alness Heritage Centre – so go along if you want to learn more!

Val Dunford

Musical Evening
BARNABAS - a musical by Roger Jones, telling the story of Saul and Barnabas in 
Cyprus will be performed at Kilmuir and Logie Easter Church on Monday 18th 
September at 7.30pm.

Val Dunford



Salisbury Cathedral
At the end of July this year I went on a short holiday to Dorset to visit family and friends 
that I hadn't seen for several years.  One dear friend from my school days, Ruth, was 
unable to make it to Swanage where I was staying so I made the trip up to Wiltshire, 
to Salisbury Cathedral where we passed a very pleasant, albeit damp day wandering 
about this amazing building.  Thanks must go to David Balfour for making me aware 
of the very unusual font there designed by William Pye and consecrated by Dr Rowan 
Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury in 2008 as part of the buildings 750th anniversary.  
It is in the shape of a cross and made from bronze on a plinth of Purbeck stone.   We 
also saw the World's oldest clock which is still going strong since 1386!  It was 
commissioned by Bishop Ralph Ergham in the 14th Century and built by three clock 
makers from Delft in the Netherlands.  I hope the photographs do it justice.  

Rosie Belben 



Musical Delights
Over the summer the Dunfords have enjoyed two excellent concerts in our sister 
churches in Dornoch and Dingwall.

On 26th July we were part of a full church who were there to listen to Kyiv Classic 
accordion, two men who come from the Ukraine and have for some years each summer 
come to Britain to raise funds for the victims of Chernobyl. The sounds they produce 
from their instruments are quite amazing – they began the evening with a Bach fugue, 
and if you closed your eyes you would have thought you were listening to a pipe organ. 
They played a great variety of pieces from classical to modern composers, all of which 
were executed to a very high standard – I was fascinated to watch the speed at which 
their fingers moved over 
the buttons on their 
instruments. They 
explained that the effects 
of the Chernobyl accident 
are still being felt today, 
with children being born 
with disabilities to those 
who were very young at 
the time it took place. We 
enjoyed it so much that we 
bought a couple of their 
CD’s, so if anybody wants 
to borrow them you are 
very welcome.



On 15th August we went 
along to St. James in 
Dingwall to hear the Ten 
Strings Duo – a couple 
from Sicily who play 
guitar and violin. Sadly 
the audience that 
evening was much 
smaller than in Dornoch, 
but that did not detract 
from the enjoyment. 
Apparently the duo 
performed at Crathie 
Kirk in the presence of 
the Royal Family in 

2016, but they did not seem at all upset at the small turn out here and emphasised 
how much they enjoyed visiting the Highlands. Again we were tempted by their CD 
and have enjoyed listening at home – especially to some beautiful arrangements of 
some favourite Beatle songs, as well as more classical items.

The third musical event took a slightly different form: Choral evensong at St. Andrew’s 
Tain to mark the licensing of James Currall as Priest in Charge for Tain, Dornoch and 
Lairg. Jamie Campbell had collected together a number of musicians to form a choir 
of 15 people whose presence enhanced the occasion greatly – singing the responses 
to the Bishop and other parts of the service including the Magnificat and the Nunc 
Dimittis. The hymns were sung by the whole congregation and with a church full of 
people they were very uplifting. The service ended with the hymn “ Go forth and Tell” 
– a strong message for all of us there. A time of fellowship was enjoyed afterwards 
with refreshments in the hall, although these spilled over into the church as well! We 
wish James every blessing in his ministry there and continue to be thankful for all he 
does for us at St. Ninian’s. 

We also send our good wishes to Jamie Campbell who is going to Aberdeen at the 
beginning of September to study theology. He will be very much missed, not just by 
the folk at St. Andrew’s where he played the organ, but by members of the Easter 
Ross Inter Church Group of whom he has been a faithful member and played at their 
services as well. We hope to see him when he is at home during the holidays.

Val Dunford

Barbecue
Sunday 17th August Robin and Philippa hosted the annual barbecue and were 
delighted that Bishop Mark had agreed to celebrate and that his wife Jane had also 
come along. Although there were not as many people as in previous years it was a 
very enjoyable event, and we were able to sit outside, although some of us retreated 
to the house for the dessert course as rain threatened, although the hardier souls 
continued to sit under the umbrella on the patio table!  Thanks to Robin and Philippa 
for their hospitality and to all those who brought food along to be shared.

Val Dunford



Useful Contacts
Ministry Team
Interim Priest in Charge. 
Revd James Currall.             01862881737

jcurrall@theauldkirk.org

Lay Minister
Val Dunford.   01349852485 / 07770682803
  

Lay Representative 
Val Dunford.    01349852485 / 07770682803

Vestry Secretary
Alison Ferguson.               01349 852218

Treasurer
Robin Nairn.            01349 852535

Minister of the Sacrament
Val Dunford.

Magazine
Editor.   Ian Higgott.      01349 880605
       niniansnews@aol.com

All Events at St Ninians Unless Noted Otherwise

Services & Events
03/09 Pentecost 13

1030 Sung Eucharist 

1730 Choral Evensong at the Cathedral 

06/09 1000 Eucharist 

10/09 Pentecost 14

1030 Sung Eucharist 

12/09 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

13/09 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Tea, Tales and Treats

1930 Vestry Meeting

17/09 Pentecost 15

1030 Sung Eucharist 

18/09 1930 Barnabus Musical. 
Kilmuir and Logie Easter Church

20/09 1000 Eucharist 

21/09 1200 Eucharist at the Crask Inn

24/09 Pentecost 16

1030 Sung Eucharist

1500 ERICG - Songs of Praise 
St.Andrews Tain 

2359 Magazine Deadline

26/09 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

27/09 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Service at Kintyre

29/09 TBC Co-op Quiz Night. 
Alness Golf Club

30/09 1100 Highland Memory Walk 
Dochgarroch, Caledonian Canal.

01/10 Pentecost 17

1030 Sung Eucharist 

Editors Note
Welcome to the September 2017 edition 
of Ninian’s News.  Thanks to all those who 
contributed and for getting articles in on 
time. Article deadline for the October 
edition of Ninians News is Sunday 24th 
September 2017, ready for publishing on 
1st October. Contributions by hard copy 
to a member of the Vestry who will type 
them up for you or preferably by e-mail 
direct to niniansnews@aol.com. Please 
send any photographs you have as well 
at original resolution if possible.

Ian Higgott

Sunday 3 September
Pentecost 13

Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8 

Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28

Sunday 10 September
Pentecost 14

Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40 
Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20

Sunday 17 September
Pentecost 15

Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 

Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35

Sunday 24 September
Pentecost 16

Jonah 3:10-4:11
Psalm 145:1-8 

Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16

Sunday 1 October
Pentecost 17

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25:1-9 

Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32

Readings - September 2017


