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Encounters with the Risen Lord
Easter is the season when the Church focuses on Resurrection. It dawns at first light
on Easter Day and gathers momentum day by day as we hear familiar accounts: Mary
Magdelene in the garden, the Disciples behind locked doors, both without and with
Thomas, the road to Emmaus, weary fishermen on the shore – the story unfolds and
different people are drawn into it. In all of these, the participants encounter the Risen
Lord, but don’t recognise Him until He does or says something that breaks through
their veil of unseeing and the encounter becomes life changing.
Jesus' first resurrection appearance is to Mary in the garden. She responds by going
to the disciples and saying, “I have seen the Lord!” Do the disciples say “That's
amazing how wonderful”? No, instead Jesus finds them huddled in a room with the
doors locked for fear of what might happen to them. They need to have their own
encounter with Jesus. He appears to them and they rejoice and later say exactly the
same words to Thomas, “We have seen the Lord”, but again, does Thomas respond
by saying “That's amazing how wonderful”? No, Thomas has to have his own
encounter with the Risen Lord. Believing in the Resurrection isn’t about believing in
someone else's experience of Jesus, but about having your own encounter with the Word made flesh
and through that encounter becoming part of the Resurrection Life.
If you read what Paul wrote about
Resurrection to the fledgling Christian communities that he founded
(for instance: Romans 6:4, Romans
8:11, Ephesians 2:4-6 Colossians
2:11-12, Colossians 3:1), you’ll notice that he doesn’t appear to be
talking about something that’s happened to someone else in the past or that’ll happen later when his readers die, but
about something that’s happening to them now as they abide in the Risen Christ and
allow Him to abide in them. For Paul, and His communities, Resurrection is now and
where they are, neither abstract notion nor simply an historical event. For them
Resurrection isn’t about a man brought back to life, incredible though that may be, but
that Jesus is that Resurrection and the life; and that those who believe in Him, even
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in Him will never die.
And that’s what Paul urges them to do time and again.
To believe in Jesus isn’t to subscribe to a set of doctrinal propositions, it’s the same
as saying “I abide in you and you abide in me”; and that’s about love and community
and relationship, and at the heart of it is encounter, encounter with the Risen Lord. To
be in St Ninian’s on Easter Day, or any other day when you gather, is to experience
that love, that community and that relationship through encounter with each other and
with God, through prayer and silence and joyful praise. That’s what a life in Christ is
about and that’s what you do – Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!!
Blessings James

Bishop Mark’s Easter Message 2017
I have spent the last few hours considering what I could be saying to the Diocese and
to the community in an Easter message, what new things could I be teasing out of the
Gospel story, how could I reinterpret the Easter events. To help me I walked up to the
church at the top of my garden and looked out over the Northern hills and down over
the Black Isle seeking inspiration in the landscape I love.
As I looked out across
the old homeland of the
Diocese of Ross,
across the bay at
Munlochy towards the
ancient buildings at
Rosemarkie
and
Fortrose, I could sense
the
centuries
of
Christian worship that
have created these
communities,
these
clachans
built
alongside the church,
places which include
my own home here at
Arpafeelie. The history
of these communities is the history of the local church and the one constant message
down through the ages has been one of Resurrection.
I am aware of conflicts, religious division, people abusing each other and the land they
live on. I can almost see the battle field at Culloden, the fort at Ardersier, the war
memorials in our churches and on our street corners. I feel the anguish of those
frightened by the thought of being asked to leave these communities they have grown
to love, I hear the fear in the voices of those with family and friends in the war torn
places of this world and here in our cathedral I witness the hardships of those without
regular shelter or sustenance. And what message do I wish to share with them? The
Resurrection.
I walk in streets and am looked at and laughed at, I spend time in communities that
see everything I do as unimportant and unnecessary, I hear the voices of the cynical
and the angry, the self important and the self centred and what do I want them to feel?
The joy of Resurrection.
I have no new message because I am charged with sharing the most remarkable and
constant message. Jesus died and rose again for you, not to give you great riches,
not to end all your difficulties but to let you know that you are always loved, never
alone and that your creator knows why you feel the way you do. A son rejected,
betrayed, beaten and killed means that God knows what we are forgiven for and why
we need love. So my Easter message is the same as the message of the centuries.

Christ is Risen Alleluia.

Tea, Tales and Treats
Co-op Community Fund
Do you shop in the local Coop in Invergordon and do you have a Co-op card. Did you
know that 1% of whatever you spend on Co-op own brand goods is given back to the
community together with the money raised from plastic bags.
For the next six months our Tea, Tales and Treats group is one of three which will
benefit from this community fund. SO get a card if you don't have one (it costs £1 to
become a member). When you have, find out how to vote for 3Ts by logging onto your
account.
Tell all your friends and neighbours and choose the local Coop store for your shopping
The money we get will be used mainly to fund the transport costs associated with
using the Alness Community bus.
Alison Ferguson

Easter Ross Inter-Church Group
The May meeting of the inter-church group will be on Thursday 18th at St Andrew's,
Tain. Jude Monson will talk about The Highlands Supports Refugees, the group which
is doing amazing work, with help from communities across the Highlands. She will
bring us up to date with their recent activities.
Alison Ferguson

Lent Study Group - Two Views
A small group of people gathered from St. Ninian's, St James’and St Andrew's, Tain
for Fr James Lent meetings on art work depicting scenes from the life of Christ. I think
you have to be an art lover to be able to see and read what the pictures are trying to
say. I found it very difficult to see the hidden story, the saying can't see the wood for
the trees comes to mind.
With the pictures there was a passage from St John’s gospel, which told the story the
picture related to, but not always the deeper meaning the artist was trying to convey.
The main point being that, while most of the group saw and understood the art work,
with me, as my mother would say, sometimes I think I need a hammer and chisel.
The Peace of Christ.
Andrew Oddy

I was sorry only to be able to attend two of the Lent study evenings, those discussing
Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan and The Crucifixion. Like Andrew, I know little about
art, but I do occasionally visit exhibitions and I did enjoy the chance to learn something
about religious art, while also reflecting on major events in Christ’s life.
Fr James has a great interest and we were able to learn lots about the iconography
and the reasons behind the way the artists represented the gospel stories. The
paintings we looked at were by medieval artists, so we gained an insight into the way
the people of that time pictured the gospel stories. I wish I had been able to hear the
discussions about the other paintings depicting the Annunciation and the Last Supper.
Alison Ferguson

Easter Tea Tales and Treats
What a lovely extra run up to Easter, meeting with old friends, homemade afternoon
tea AND making Easter Bunnets. Alison came up with the idea of making Easter
Bonnets, what fun; I hadn’t made an Easter Bonnet since my girls were small. We
were to bring as much “stuff“ for bonnet making as we could find which in my case
was none! However Alison, Rosie and
Julia rose to the challenge and came
with everything we needed.
Unfortunately Pip was unable to be our
driver this month due to feeling under
the weather but Ian (Higgott) home
from far flung places stepped in and
did the job. As I write this I know Alison
has sent Ian some photos to go with this article and I also know that one is of Ian
looking very fetching wearing his Easter Bunnet . . . . . . So Ian don’t omit it.
To make our bonnets we used paper plates, which worked very
well, if you used them the right way up. We had an assortment of
ribbons, flowers, cloth and colourful paper which we attached to
the plates with staples, glue, and sticky tape. Longer lengths of
ribbon were used to tie under our
chins to keep our hats on. There
was huge amount of giggling
going on as we made our bonnets
and of course the obligatory cheeky comments but I
think everyone looked fabulous and very Spring like.
Alison had printed off copies of Easter Bonnet and
spring songs which we all knew the tunes of very well
and so we had lovely rousing singsong.
Our homemade afternoon tea was as usual supplied
by The St. Ninian’s Catering Co. and with a selection of sandwiches and scrummy
homemade cakes, as I’ve said before could give “Afternoon Tea at The Ritz” a run for
its money and before we packed up for the afternoon we all had a jolly good chin wag.
(We are very good at that too!)
Philippa Nairn

Services & Events

Useful Contacts

All Events at St Ninians Unless Noted Otherwise
03/05 1000 Eucharist
07/05
Easter 4
1030 Sung Eucharist
09/05 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)
10/05 1000 Eucharist
1430 Tea, Tales and Treats
14/05
Easter 5
1030 Sung Eucharist
17/05 1000 Eucharist
18/05 1200 Eucharist at the Crask Inn
20/05 1030 Annual Lay Reps Meeting
Old Boys School, Inverness
21/05
Easter 6
1030 Sung Eucharist
2359 Magazine Deadline
23/05 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)
24/05 1000 Eucharist
1200 Tea, Tales and Treats
TBC Seagull Cruise
1930 East Ross Inter Church Group
St Andrew's Tain
28/05
Ascension of the Lord
1030 Sung Eucharist
31/05 1000 Eucharist
1430 Service at Kintyre

Ministry Team
Interim Priest in Charge.
Revd James Currall.
01862881737
jcurrall@theauldkirk.org
Lay Minister
Val Dunford.

01349852485 / 07770682803

Lay Representative
Val Dunford.
01349852485 / 07770682803
Vestry Secretary
Alison Ferguson.

01349 852218

Treasurer
Robin Nairn.

01349 852535

Minister of the Sacrament
Val Dunford.
Magazine
Editor.

Ian Higgott.
01349 880605
niniansnews@aol.com

Editors Note

Welcome to the May 2017 edition of
Ninian’s News, a little shorter than normal.
Thanks to all those who contributed and
for getting articles in on time. Article
deadline for the
June edition of
Ninians News
is Sunday 21st
May
2017
ready for publishing on 28th May. Contributions by hard copy
to a member of the Vestry who will type them up for you or
preferably by e-mail direct to niniansnews @aol.com. Please
send any photographs you have as well.
Ian Higgott

Readings - May 2017
May 7, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

May 21, 2017
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

May 14, 2017
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

May 28, 2017
Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

