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Camel Trains
I have been spending quite a lot of time on trains recently. I am usually quite happy 
doing this, which is just as well living where we do in this corner of Scotland where 
getting anywhere takes a long time. There are two things that I like about travel on 
trains: you usually get to meet a selection of really interesting people and when on a 
long journey, there is plenty of time to reflect on specific things or just in general.

My recent travels have coincided with the Feast of the Epiphany. At Epiphany, we 
think about the Wise Men who journeyed under much less comfortable conditions than 
Scotrail, Virgin Trains, Arriva Wales or TransPennine provide; so for them a long but 
also a difficult journey. They had been captivated by a heavenly body that they had 
not seen before — something different had come into their world — and they travelled 
with a single-minded devotion, following this star. They had found something interesting 
and were off in pursuit of it, in the way that a scientist or a detective might follow up 
on some observation or clue. Very much a rational enterprise.

When eventually they arrived in Bethlehem they came face to face with something for 
which they were probably ill-prepared — God made Man as a tiny, vulnerable baby 
— they fell down and worshipped. They had set out on a rational quest and rather than 
changing their state of knowledge it had changed their hearts; but more than that, it 
had changed the way that they saw the world. God spoke to them in a dream and they 
returned from whence they came “by another way”. I think we should read this in rather 
more than the physical sense of taking another route, the encounter has changed 
them and the course of their lives will be “by 
another way”. But that is how it is; an 
encounter with God Incarnate changes, so 
that from there on our lives proceed “by 
another way”. No Epiphanies on Virgin Trains, 
but some wonderful conversation and the way 
back was by a slightly different way than the 
way out.

Happy New Year and may 2017 bring you 
Peace and Joy in equal measure as you 
continue your journeys.                          James

Christmas at St Ninian’s
On Christmas Day we were delighted to welcome David Balfour to celebrate the 
Eucharist, as well as a group from the Harrington family in Ardross who brought with 
them their very well behaved children.  In his sermon David talked about 3 words: risk, 
hospitality and vulnerability, pointing out the risks taken by the people involved in the 
Christmas story, including God taking the risk of sending His son to earth as a tiny 
vulnerable baby.

Thanks to Pamela for the beautifully arranged flowers on the pedestal donated by the 
Lane family in memory of their mother Anne.  Thanks also to Andrew Oddy who had 
spent many hours carefully sanding the base, which had some water stains on it, and 
then varnishing it to protect it for the future.  It is now restored to it’s former glory!

Val Dunford



Lay Representative’s Report
Annual Congregational Meeting 2016

Well, it’s been quite a year! You may remember last year that I suggested we had an 
exciting opportunity in marking our centenary and that of the Battle of Jutland - when 
I said that I did not envisage how exciting it might be! Remember that day on 26th 
April when over 200 people marched through Invergordon to our little church to 
participate in a service led by Bishop Mark and Ian Pallett? The celebration of our 
centenary on 26th June was a slightly smaller event but no less enjoyable – a concert 
provided by Jamie Campbell and his young friends, including a small choir, followed 
by a Songs of Praise. In that service Ian led the prayers, giving thanks for the last 100 
years of worship and service in this place, but also looking forward to what might 
happen in the future – asking for guidance and blessing on our mission to this community.
After the celebrations it was quite a shock the following week when it was announced 
that Ian would be moving on to take up a post as Chaplain at Gray’s Hospital in Elgin 
– we had come to love him, as we have many priests over the years and another 
change was probably not what any of us would have chosen.

However we have been delighted to welcome James as our Interim Priest in charge 
and very much appreciate the gifts he brings. I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the retired clergy who continue to support us and provide us with such a 
rich tapestry of styles and perspectives – we really appreciate all you do and feel very 
blessed to have you with us. 

Despite, or perhaps because of, all the changes we have learned to care for each 
other as well as continuing to reach out to our community. Examples of how we do 
this are many:

A consequence of the Battle of Jutland Commemoration was that we were approached 
by the British Legion to hold the Remembrance Service in November at St. Ninian’s 
– so we welcomed everyone to our church, beautifully decorated for the event by 
Pamela Anderson. The proceedings were led by KD Macleod and George Coppen – 
this was much appreciated and is likely to become an annual event.

Tea, tales and treats continues to flourish, providing fun and friendship for all and we 
are looking forward to welcoming the children from South Lodge School to sing again 
next Wednesday. Our monthly service at Kintyre has also grown, usually attended by 
about 20 people from a number of church backgrounds or none! Thanks to Alison, 
Philippa and Julia who take it in turns to come along.

We continue to be active members of the Easter Ross Inter Church group and the 
Service of Prayer for Christian Unity will be held here on 22nd January, when James 
has agreed to preach, a date for your new diaries.

We have shared difficult times with some members of our congregation this year – 
Janice’s move to Redwoods, the loss of Olive Horn and Ron’s return to Alness from 
Bulgaria, and the death of Betty Maclean, part of the group that meet faithfully every 
fortnight in the Perrins Centre, are just a few examples of those who needed our 
prayers and support.

In the wider community people continue as individuals to try to demonstrate in our 
lives Christ’s unfailing love and concern for all.



A very significant event this year was Norma’s ordination as Deacon in August and 
her attachment to the Cathedral where she will serve for the next few years. As you 
are aware Norma did a great deal over the years at St. Ninian’s. Whilst we miss her 
presence it has been rewarding to see how other people have taken over various tasks 
in her absence – perhaps discovering talents that were not being used before. We 
need to remember that we are all part of the Body of Christ, equally valued and called 
to play our part – however small or large. Special thanks to Norma’s husband Ian who 
continues to worship here when he is home and to put together the magazine and pew 
sheets from Baku, as well as helping with various other tasks.

Our relationship with folk from Dingwall and Strathpeffer continues to develop. Our 
Vestries have met on several occasions and joint services on the fifth Sundays have 
become an established pattern, enabling us to get to know each other better. We have 
worked together preparing profiles of our churches which have been discussed with 
the Bishop and are ready to be sent to anyone who expresses an interest in becoming 
our new Priest in Charge. James has helped us with this process and I feel it is 
appropriate to end with a quote from the documents :

“ We wish to have a clerical presence recognised across our area and the stability that 
will enable us to develop and grow as individual Christians and as a Christian 
community. Whilst we have care for each other and reach out to our communities, we 
in turn need spiritual support and leadership, to nurture us and help us to develop our 
ministry. We hope and pray for someone who will be able to walk alongside us on our 
spiritual journeys, encourage us in all we do as we grow together and show the love 
of Christ more effectively in our communities.”

Let us pray that God will send us such a person – and that we will be enabled to play 
our part in His plan for us – whatever that may be.

Val Dunford

News From the Pews
We send our love and good wishes to David 
and Loma, who are going to be away for the 
next couple of months visiting friends and 
relatives in Dubai, Singapore, New Zealand 
and Australia. It will be quite a trip and we will 
look forward to hearing all about their travels 
when they return in March. 

Good to hear that Glen is making good 
progress (no doubt helped by a visit south to 
see their daughters and newborn grand 
daughter Iris.) We look forward to welcoming 
her back to church in the near future.

At Christmas Alma Goodwin sent a card and 
letter to all her friends at St. Ninian’s. She is now living in a granny flat next door to 
her daughter Angela in France. The letter giving all her news is on the board in the 
hall and has her address on it if anyone would like to contact her.

Val Dunford



January 15, 2017
 Epiphany 2
Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9

John 1:29-42

January 22, 2017
 Epiphany 3
Isaiah 9:1-4

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23

January 29, 2017
Epiphany 4
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12

Readings - January 2017

Tea, Tales and Treats
On Tuesday 13th a good group of people arrived at church in the morning to decorate 
the church and hall for our December meeting. James had agreed that we could put 
the Christmas tree up early, rather than waiting until the last Sunday in Advent. We 
were delighted to find the tree Pip cut was exactly the right height. (unlike some years 
when adjustments had to be made on arrival!) One team concentrated on decorating 
the tree, others prepared candle decorations and put tinsel up in the hall, whilst others 
got down to spring cleaning in a serious way – finding cobwebs which had been 
around for a little while. After a couple of hours all agreed the church was looking 
beautiful, ready for the children from South Lodge School who were coming along the 
following day.

On 14th the children arrived before most of the adults. We had a group from Kintyre 
and the usual folk on the minibus plus a few extra people. The children all looked very 
festive in their red sweatshirts and sang a number of carols which everyone enjoyed. 
After they had finished we all retired to the hall for refreshments; it was a bit of a 
squeeze with 30 children as well as the elderly folk, but all were fed and enjoyed the 
time together.

Thanks to all who helped decorate the church and everyone who helps each month 
by making sandwiches, baking or providing transport.

Val Dunford

Service of Prayer for Christian Unity
On Sunday 22ndJanuary at 3pm St. Ninian’s will host the annual ecumenical service 
for Christian Unity held by the Easter Ross Inter Church Group. 2017 is the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, which involved a renewed focus on salvation by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ. The service focuses on this and is based on words 
from 2 Corinthians chapter 5: “The love of Christ compels us.” It celebrates the 
irrevocable reconciliation that we have received through faith in 
Jesus Christ. His love becomes the driving force that moves us 
beyond our divisions towards acts of reconciliation.

During the service we will sing together, confess our sins of 
division and make our plea for forgiveness. The readings from the 
Bible highlight the reconciling action of Christ as “ One who died 
for all”. We respond to this good news by accepting the call to be 
ministers of reconciliation.
We hope you will come along to the service and would be very grateful for 
sandwiches, cakes etc to provide hospitality for all who attend.

Val Dunford



Useful Contacts
Ministry Team
Interim Priest in Charge. 
Revd James Currall              01862881737

jcurrall@theauldkirk.org

Lay Minister
Val Dunford.  01349852485 / 07770682803
  

Lay Representative 
Val Dunford   

Vestry Secretary
Alison Ferguson              01349 852218

Treasurer
Robin Nairn.         01349 852535
 

Guides
1st Kilmuir & Logie Easter, Invergordon. 
Janet Macdonald 
      tainandinvergordondc@gmail.com

Minister of the Sacrament
Val Dunford

Magazine
Editor.   Ian Higgott.     01349 880605
       niniansnews@aol.com

Services & Events
19/01 1200 Eucharist at the Crask Inn

22/01 Epiphany 3

1030 Sung Eucharist 

1500 ERICG Service for Christian Unity. 
St. Ninian's

24/01 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

25/01 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Service at Kintyre

29/01 Epiphany 4

1030 Sung Eucharist  - Joint Service
St James, Dingwall

01/02 1000 Eucharist 

05/02 Epiphany 5

1030 Sung Eucharist 

07/02 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

08/02 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Tea, Tales and Treats

12/02 Epiphany 6

1030 Sung Eucharist 

15/02 1000 Eucharist 

16/02 1200 Eucharist at the Crask Inn

19/02 Epiphany 7

1030 Sung Eucharist 

2359 Magazine Deadline

21/02 1415 Eucharist Perrins Centre (Alness)

22/02 1000 Eucharist 

1430 Service at Kintyre

26/02 Sunday Before Lent

1030 Sung Eucharist 

28/02 TBA Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party

February 5, 2017
Presentation of the Lord

Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm 84

Hebrews 2:14-18 
Luke 2:22-40

February 12, 2017
 Epiphany 6

Sirach 15:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8

1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

February 19, 2017
 Epiphany 7

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 
Psalm 119:33-40 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

February 26, 2017
Transfiguration Sunday 

Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 99

2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Readings - February 2017

Editors Note
Welcome to the first edition of Ninian’s 
News for 2017. Thanks to those who 
contributed. For the next magazine we will 
be back to monthly as normal. Deadline is 
Sunday 19th February 2017 ready for 
publishing on 26th February. Contributions 
by hard copy to a member of the Vestry 
who will type them up for you or preferably 
by e-mail direct to niniansnews@aol.com. 

Ian Higgott


